EPISTLE 
FRIENDS 


Coming forth in the Beginning of a 


TESIIMONY: 


And of the 


Snares of the Enemy therc:n. 


Dearly beloved Friends, 


L/ HO in your, Meetings and Af- 
ſemblies fometimes feel the Be- 

ginning of a Teſtimony for the Lord, 

| ſpring and move in your Hearts ; keep 


your Watch in the Light, that fo none 
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ſay behind, neither run before, but let all 
who open their Mouths in the Aſſemblies 
of the Lord's People, do it as the Oracles 
of God, in the Ariſing of the eternal pure 
Power ; for nothing can beget to God, 
but what comes from the immortal Word 
of Life, that lives and abides for ever ; 
and nothing can refreſh, ſtrengthen or 
comfort that which is begotten by the 
Immortal Word of Life, but what ſprings 
from the ſame. And therefore, dear 
Friends, whom this concerns, wait dili- 
gently, not only to know and favour every 
Motion, but alſo to know the appointed 
Time and Seafon when. the fame Motion 
thould be brought forth; ſo ſhall what is 
minittred,- if 1t be but few Words, reach 
to the Witneſs, and do its Service, For 
this I have learned, That though there 
may be a true Motion of the Power of the 
Lord, and a true Operation thereof, yet 
waere there is not a true waiting for the 
periecting 


Es 
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perfeQting of what is to be brought forth, 
but inſtead thereof, it coming forth before 
the Time, that which is brought forth 
feems an untimely Birth ; which is hurt 
as to the Veſſel through which it comes, 
and the Hearers thereof are burthened, 
and the Life which firſt- moved comes to 
be oppreſſed ; and here is the Ground of 
that untimely Birth that never faw the 
Sun, -that hath, doth, or ſhall come forth : 
And as long as any are found walking in 
this By-path, although they may find the 
true Power of God moving in them, yet 
they never come to be ſkilful, nor ts 
divide the Word of God aright ; and fuch 
do not truly grow, but ſometimes bring 
forth a Mixture, ſowing the Field with 
ewo Sorts of Grain, and wearing a Linen 
and Woollen Garment. 


Bo, Friends, this lieth upon my Spirit 
to all who feel the Beginning of a Teſti- 
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mony ſpring in_ your Hearts'; Wait gili- 
gently in that Light, low, in the pure 
Stuyneſs and Paſſiveneſs of your Spirits ; 
and as you here. wait, you will come to 
feel the Counſel. of the Lord ſealed unto 
your Underſtandings, and ſce the' Time 
when to ſpeak,, and. when to he filent ; 
and here will be; a_right and true. Increaſe 
of your Teſtimonies-: And when that 
which 1s thus ſealed to the Underſtand- 
ing is offered, retire inward, and fink 
down into the. pure Stilneſs, and keep in 
the Valley ; and let all know, that no 
Miniſtration, fave that which comes from 
Life itſelf, from the freſh Ariſings of the 
pure: Power of the Lord, availeth any 
Thing ; and all Miniſtrings out of this 
will come to an End, .and fade, and vaniſh 
in the approaching Day of Trial. 


And, dear Friends, . as the Mind and 
Will of the Lord is made manifeft, yield 


fincere 


of as 


fincere Obedience thereunto,.: if the Re+ 
quirings be but a few Words; for I have 


ſeen it a danperous 'Thipg: to: refift and 


tebel againſt the Motions of God's Power, 
and have known many Hours. of Sorrow. 
for fo rebelling.. And in the! Day of a 
beginning of a Teſtimony'torc 'the Lord, 
even in the upright Heart; great will be 
the Oppoſition of the Enemy: every Way, 
where he cannot lead 'olit- before, for. td 
bring forth an untimely Birth; there he 
will endeavour to thut :vp'+the. Heart in 
Diſobedience, or Rebellion,' ot raiſe up ſs 
many Fears; Doubts -and Amazements, it 
poflible to bewilder the Soul: And here 
I had periſhed, if it had not been for the 
dear Love and tender Mercy: of the Lord. 
And fo, dear 'Friends, for whoſe. Sake 1 
am- moved thus to write,  whtn' a Motion 
is felt, and Openings are -it- the Heart; 


and the Power of the Lord' is prevailing, 


then fink down in that in which no vain 
Thought 
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Thought can. be hid, and ftand ſingle and 
paſſive ; and the more ſtill, humble and 
paſhve thou” art, who art thus exerciſed, 
the Motion of - Life will the more live 
and ſhew itſelf, and the Power will ariſe 
and clear thy Underſtanding ; and then, 
in the Power which warmeth thy Heart, 
and moveth on thy Spirit, enter into thy 
Service ; and when that's done, add not, 
but fit in the ſtill Habitation, and in that 
Humility -and Paſſiveneſs - thou waſt in 
before, and then the Reward of Obedience 
thou wilt feel, and grow in Experience 
and Knowledge, and be more and more 
furniſhed to-every good Word and Work, 


And in this even Path, in which all will 
feel a being ſtrengthened with Might in 
the inward Man, and furniſhed to ſerve 
the Lord, God Almighty preſerve all that 
ate thus exerciſed. 


And 
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And, Friends, when any through want 
of Experience err, in running before the 
Power, be very tender ; and altho' there 
may be a Savour and Judgment in your- 
ſelves, and you may be burthened, yet 


'beware how you ſpeak to eaſe yourſelves, 


but wait on the Lord therein, to be guided 
by his Counſel ; for ſome having ſuch a 
Senſe, as aforeſaid, and not having a Dif- 
cerning wherein the Miſcarriage lay, have 
run forth in Judgment, and fo have ſome- 
times hurt, and even deſtroyed, or at leaſt 
have become a Stumbling-block to ſuch an 
exerciſed Friend, and have alſo much hurt 
themſelves ; ſo that they not baving a true 
Diſcerning, between the firſt moving Cauſe, 
which is the Power, and that which led 
forth before the Power, have judged both, 
and ſo have brought a Hurt over their 
own Souls, through judging the Power of 
the Lord ; and this ſometimes may ex- 
tend to hurt others : Out of which Snare 


God 
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God Almighty preſerve all, that fo one 
may be a Strength to another, taking one 
another by the Hand, ſaying - one to ano- 
ther, Let ws go up to the Mountain of the 
Lord, to the Houſe of the God of Jacob, 
who will teach us more and more of his 
Ways ; and here, in all God's holy Moun- 


tain, is neither hurting nor deſtroying. 


Given forth in the Moving of God's 


eternal Spirit, through your dear 
Brother, 


CHaRLEs MARSHALL. 


